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ÎWhat is Forth anyway?

ÎReverse Polish Notation

ÎStack-based programming

ÎDelta Forth .NET

ÎDemonstration



ÎProcedural, stack-based language that is 
compiled and interpreted at the same time

ÎDeveloped by Chuck Moore at the US National 
Radio Astronomy Observatory in the early 1970s

ÎProcedures are called words that are grouped in 
vocabularies.

ÎForth is a meta-language, as new words can form 
new specialized Forth-like languages



ÎPopular for developing embedded systems.

Î Implemented on RISC processors

ÎOpen Firmware boot ROMs used by Apple, IBM, 
and Sun Microsystems

ÎFirst stage boot controllerfor FreeBSD

ÎSoftware that controlled the robotic arm that 
repaired the Hubble Space Telescope



Î50-70% of a typical Forth implementation is 
×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÉÎȣ &ÏÒÔÈ

Î Implementation effort is small; a single 
developer can create a Forth system on a new 
platform in months

ÎDelta Forth .NET was implemented in just 5 
weeks


